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dependence of the provinces on the capital/ to use the words of
Gibbon, but his action marks an advance in the prestige of the
Western church. The Western bishops prudently agreed with
the decision of Eastern brethren in the deposition of Paul of
Samosata from St Peter's former see, and accepted the elevation
of Domnus, son of Demetrianus, Paul's predecessor, to be bishop
of Antioch.
A word is due here on the slow but steady advance of an ascetic
ideal and the exaltation of virginity among Christians in the ante-
Niceneperiod before the conversion of the Empire. That this ideal
had limitations is sufficiently proved by the choice of Domnus,
just mentioned, to succeed his father Demetrianus, though there
is nothing to suggest that Demetrianus during his sacerdotal
career had lived with his wife. The exaltation of virginity is not a
vital constituent of Christianity, though the tendency does shew
itself here and there in the New Testament, e.g. i Cor. vii and
-Apoc. xiv. 4, as well as Matt. xix. la1. But that is explicable by
the early Christian idea that the world was just about to come to
an end, so that no man, believer or unbeliever, would ever have
any grandchildren.
In any case this tendency persisted, and the unmarried life, if
strictly continent, became the ideal. ' It was not in this world that
the primitive Christians were desirous of making themselves
either agreeable or useful2.' The further discussion of the question
is a matter for ethics and philosophy. It is necessary to draw atten-
tion to it here, in order to render the organization of the early
orthodox Syriac-speaking Church and of the heretical Manichees
less extraordinary and fantastic.
II. SYRIAC-SPEAKING CHRISTIANITY
Christianity east of the Roman Empire dates from about A.D. 160-
170. The Christian Religion started in an Oriental land, and during
the period covered by the Book of Acts the Aramaic-speaking
community at Jerusalem may have seemed as important as the
little Greek-speaking communities founded by Paul in the mari-
time or quasi-maritime towns of the Mediterranean. Butthe Jewish
War and the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus in 70 broke up
Jewish Christianity for ever. Jewish Christians survived till the
fourth century, but in obscurity.
1 See above, p. 458.
* Gibbon, ed. Bury, n, p. 35. The final paragraphs about the virtues of
the Christians in Gibbon's chapter xv (ib. pp. 34-38) deserve studv*